Extrajudicial executions and serious human rights violations in state repression in
Venezuela with special reference to the Andean Region -2019
Executive Summary
This report gives an account of the cases of violations to the right to life by police officers in
the state of Mérida, as well as violations of physical and psychological integrity by repressive,
official and / or illegal forces, against protesters, causing serious and irreparable physical
damage. The report also includes the case of the university student Erickvaldo Márquez who
has been deprived of freedom for more than two years without any crime or evidence.
I. Extrajudicial executions in Venezuela
Extrajudicial executions in Venezuela have become a practice incurred by officials belonging
to State security organs, a situation that has alerted international human rights organizations
who have expressed concern about this practice in their reports, a practice that constitutes
serious violations of human rights.
The Venezuelan State has created extermination groups such as the Special Action Forces
(FAES, by its acronym in Spanish). These forces, created in April 2016 1, are attached to the
Bolivarian National Police (PNB, by its acronym in Spanish) of Venezuela. They are created
in replacement of the forces called Operation of Liberation of the People (OLP, by its acronym
in Spanish), created in 20152.
According to the NGO PROVEA, in 2014 executions continue to occupy the first place of
violations by concentrating 85.91% of the total violations, that is, more than half of the deaths
were caused due to the deliberate and intentional action of some official of State security
forces.3 In 2017, executions increased by 17.80% compared to 2016, maintaining an ascending
variable in the last six years. The report mentions the figures of the Public Prosecutor's Office
according to which 8,291 people were killed by the public force between January 2015 and
June 2017.4 In 2018, FAES killed 205 Venezuelans5.
Only in the state of Mérida, the FAES executed 8 people between August 13 and September 3,
20196.
On October 8, 2018, Councilor Fernando Albán died while he was in custody at the
headquarters of the Bolivarian National Intelligence Service (Sebin, by its acronym in
Spanish), located in Plaza Venezuela, Caracas. On October 23, 2019, the IACHR began the
process for reporting alleged torture and extrajudicial execution of the councilor.
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Rafael Acosta Arévalo, corvette captain of the National Armed Forces was the victim of a
forced disappearance on June 2, 2019, after being accused by Nicolás Maduro of conspiring to
carry out an attempted coup d'etat. Acosta Arévalo died on June 29, 2019 due to the torture he
was subjected to while in custody. 7
In Zulia state, in the Guajira area, on July 17, 2019, a four-year-old child was shot in the eye
by a military official. The child was shot as he passed his family through the alcabala, and the
military ordered them to stop and supposedly they did not listen to him and did not stop. The
soldier fired into the vehicle impacting the child's face and causing the loss of his eye. 8
In Bolívar state, according to the Observatory of Extrajudicial Executions of the NGO
Codeciu, between April 2018 and January 2019, 68 people were victims of extrajudicial
executions perpetrated by government forces. According to the report, in all cases the relatives
of those killed have been denied truth, justice and reparation. 9
The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights recommended that the State
adopt measures to cease extrajudicial executions. However, in the update of the report of the
same Office presented on September 9, 2019 at the United Nations General Assembly, the
High Commissioner referred to 57 new cases of extrajudicial executions by FAES, only in the
city of Caracas, during the month of July 2019 10.
"Between January and June 2019 in the state of Mérida, three people have been killed by
police officers while they are exercising their duties. In all cases there was undifferentiated use
of force and the national and international standards of performance of law enforcement
officials were violated,” says the ODH-ULA report.
Prosecutors and judicial officials ignored that they were human rights violations and charged
only with the crime of homicide and 'improper use of organic weapons'.
I.1. Extrajudicial or arbitrary executions in Merida
German Cohen, a law student at the University of Los Andes, was shot four times on January
23, 2019, in the framework of the march convened by President (I) Juan Guaidó. His body
appeared burned several hours after the protest ended. Multiple witnesses identified, by their
clothing, an official of State security forces as the material author of the murder. The body
would have been calcined later to erase evidence. 11
On Friday, January 25, two days after the incident, Jheyson Guzmán appointed by Nicolás
Maduro Protector of the People of Mérida, a charge parallel to that of the Governor of the
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state, declared at a press conference that the protesters were involved in the murder of German
Cohen without explaining why the GNB (acronym in Spanish that means: Bolivarian National
Guard) and the Merida State Police, despite having been deployed in the area at the time the
murder occurred, did not prevent the murder, nor captured those responsible in fraganti 12.
So far only the person who burned the body of German Cohen has been arrested but the
intellectual and material perpetrators of the murder have not yet been arrested. It is recorded in
the file that after the fact, and after the removal of the body came 2 vehicles with people
dressed as civilians and carrying long weapons who were responsible for erasing the evidence.
The preliminary hearing has been deferred five times. After ten months of the murder it
remains unpunished. The State has not guaranteed a transparent and impartial investigation.
The brother of the victim, wonders' how is it possible that with all the investigative and
scientific apparatus of the State the material author has not been able to be identified when
there are many witnesses who saw the fact and have declared it so. There is a clear intention of
the State to hide the true perpetrator of the murder. He also points out that the treatment given
to them by the Public Prosecutor's Office has not been a treatment consistent with their status
as a victim. It has tried to cover up the truth because it is the alleged participation of police
officers involved13. '
Rosario Pérez14 , a farmer in the páramo area of Mérida state, was executed by Bolivarian
National Police officers on May 27, 2019, as she was riding a motorcycle home. The victim
was sitting as a passenger in the back and her ex-husband was the one who was driving.
The incident occurred in the town of the Andean paramo when, after passing the motorcycle a
police checkpoint, the policemen shot her by the sword, mortally wounding her neck. Her exhusband and father of her two daughters, who drove the motorcycle, escaped of the police
attack by running to hide behind some bushes.
Three police officers are deprived of liberty for the murder and the criminal process is at trial
stage.
Just a few days later, the same police force executed Wuilderman Paredes, an ex-panel-beater,
seriously injured Gerardo Paredes and put at risk a large number of people queuing at a gas
station.
On June 8, 2019, at around 7:30 PM, Bolivarian national police that guarded Los Llanitos de
Tabay Service Station, located in the Santos Marquina Municipality, Mérida State, under the
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command of Chief Commissioner Juan Bautista Cordero Freitez, they shot indiscriminately at
unarmed people who were queuing to refuel.
People had five days in line to refuel. As they pointed out, a patrol of the Bolivarian National
Police (PNB), without queuing, came and went filling and unloading its gas tank. The people
claimed the group of police officers, who responded with gunfire and caused a fatality and two
wounded.
Wuilderman Paredes Moreno, 32 years old and a local resident, was shot in the chest by a
police officer and died before arriving at the hospital. 15 After being mortally wounded, he
received no relief or assistance from any of the officials who were at the service station.
The brothers Gerardo Paredes and Luis Paredes were also injured by police officers. Gerardo
Paredes was injured in his face, head and torso and had to undergo surgery to place platinum
implants and bone grafts on his face. Luis Paredes was hit in the head with the hilt of a gun.
Despite being very injured Gerardo Paredes did not receive assistance or help from any of the
security officers who were at the Service Station. On the contrary, when Luis Paredes tried to
transfer his brother to the University Hospital of the Mérida city in his private vehicle, police
officers shot the car at least twelve times.
At no time were the victims armed and did not pose a threat to police officers. Police officers
acted in violation of the standards of police action and unnecessarily put at risk the population
that lives near the Gas Station and the people who were queuing, since the constant firing of
firearms has been able to cause a fire or explosion at the gas station.
The Court of First Instance in the role of control issued six police officers deprived of liberty,
being presented on June 12, the official Luis Gerardo Vargas being charged with the crime of
homicide qualified for ignoble reasons and improper use of organic weapon to the detriment of
Wuilderman Paredes.
The Chief Commissioner Juan Bautista Cordero was accused of determining the homicide
qualified for ignoble reasons to the detriment of Wuilderman Paredes Moreno, and homicide
qualified for ignoble reasons thwarted to the detriment of Gerardo Paredes; and cruel
treatment to the detriment of Luis Paredes.
The other officials were charged as immediate cooperators of the homicide qualified for
ignoble reasons and improper use of organic weapon by Wuilderman Paredes Moreno.

Five of the six accused police officers remain deprived of liberty. For health reasons, one of
the officials was released with precautionary measures.
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On September 4, 2019, the Human Rights Observatory of the University of Los Andes
(ODHULA, by its acronym in Spanish), in its capacity as legal representative of the victims,
presented its own private accusation in the criminal case followed by the police officers
involved in the homicides
On September 12, the preliminary hearing was held, which was held in five sessions. The
control judge dismissed in its entirety the accusation of the victims represented by the lawyers
of the Observatory of Human Rights of the University of Los Andes, referring to the
timelessness of said accusation based on criteria not contemplated in the Venezuelan Criminal
Procedure Code and leaving the victims No possibility of intervening in the process.
The foregoing do not constitute isolated events. There is a pattern of action by the State
security organs in violation of international standards on the progressive and differentiated use
of force.
II. Other serious human rights violations in the context of state repression
Another practice exercised by the State security forces, and / or armed groups at their service,
is to intimidate the population that legitimately protests by applying disproportionate use of
force with the objective not only of instilling fear but of causing the greatest damage. possible
to the physical and psychological integrity of people.
As noted by the office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, between 2014 and
2019 state security bodies and armed groups resorted to violence against protesters, in many
cases these actions resulted in death and serious injuries.16
II.1. Shot in the eyes of protesters
On July 1, 2019, police officers shot the face of the young Rufo Chacón, who was protesting
in the state of Tachira for lack of domestic gas, causing him to lose both eyes. 17
The practice of shooting in the face of people who manifest is not new. In the Andean region
during 2017 ODHULA registered twenty-two wounded in the eyes between the months of
April to July. The 22 injured people lost one or both eyes as a result of shotgun shots fired by
officials of the repressive organs of the State 18.
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Among the protesters who were shot in their eyes during the protests of 2017 is Leonard
Rondón, a 22-year-old university student, who was attacked by PNB officials on June 27,
2017 in the context of the protests that took place in the town of Ejido, Mérida state.
According to his testimony, heavily armed police officers began firing at his building and
destroying the vehicles that were in the parking lot. Concerned about what he was seeing, he
went down with other neighbors to claim the damage that the police were causing and without
a word, the police began firing, one of them pointed directly at his face and shot him in the
right eye.
The attending physician diagnosed him with severe internal structure damage to the right eye
due to the impact of lead pellet, meriting evisceration of his eye and subsequent placement of
prostheses.19
On August 7, 2019 Leonard Rondón filed a complaint with the Public Prosecutor for the
events that occurred, however, after more than three months have elapsed, the Public
Prosecutor's Office has not conducted any investigation and the victim denounces that he is
still besieged by the police officer who fired, threatens to 'take the other eye'. 20
Charlis Quiroga and Gerardo Paredes, did not lose their eyes although they were also shot in
the face by the repressive forces of the State.
Charlis Quiroga was also shot in the face in retaliation for observing a protest. On April 6,
2019, in the context of the protests that took place in the town of Santa Elena de Arenales, in
the state of Mérida he received eighteen shots of pellets in the head and torso 21 that were
carried out at close range by officials of the Bolivarian National Guard .
When his wife, four months pregnant, and his mother tried to transfer him to a health center,
the National Guard went through a tank to prevent the passage. According to the victim, one
of the Guards brought him down from the vehicle in which he was trying to move to the health
center, pointed at his head with the gun warning him that if he continued protesting he would
kill him while other guards broke the glass of his vehicle.
On April 9, 2019 Charlis Quiroga, assisted by the ODHULA team, filed a complaint with the
Prosecutor's Office 13 with competence in defense of the fundamental rights of the Public
Prosecutor's Office,22 with no response to date.
Gerardo Paredes, an ex-panel-beater, almost lost his life due to the seriousness of the injuries
caused by the shooting of officials of the Bolivarian National Police under the orders of Chief
Commissioner Juan Bautista Cordero Freites, while making a gas line on the 8th of June 2019,
in the town of Tabay, Mérida state.
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According to the medical report that appears in the judicial file 23, Gerardo Paredes was injured
by a gun, bullet and pellets in the face, chest and abdomen, with a fracture of the floor of the
left malar orbit. He had to undergo surgery to place platinum implants and bone grafts on his
face.
II.2. Use of excessive force
As part of the protests, both state security officials and pro-government armed civilian groups
(armed
“colectivos”)
at the service of the government, injured protesters causing severe leg injuries.
Rene Lezama was attacked by armed groups on Tuesday, April 30, 2019, during the protest
called by President (I) Juan Guaidó. The pro-government armed civilian groups (so called
“colectivos”) pointed a gun at him, threatening to kill him, and ground him with blows,
causing multiple trauma with loss of consciousness, generalized bruising, injury to the right
eyelid and nasal region, thoracic and lumbar trauma with bruises and trauma to the lower
limbs.24
Nicolás Maduro had called on the pro-government armed civilian groups (armed “colectivos”)
to defend the revolution with weapons, on several occasions between January and April
2019.25 “Those who protest are enemies of war”, in the same way, on the day of the events, the
irregular groups not only attacked René Lezama, but also beat and “arrested” five student
leaders of the Faculty of Legal and Political Sciences of the University of Los Andes, who
were then taken to the headquarters of the 22nd Infantry Brigade and held there until late at
night without their relatives knowing about their whereabouts. 26
Darian Rangel , 14-year-old, was injured by officials of the Bolivarian National Guard during
the protest on June 13, 2017 in Mérida, Libertador Municipality.
The National Guard arrived in a tank and other officials of it arrived on motorcycles with the
aim of suppressing the protest. Darian Rangel was hit by one of the motorcycles that drove a
GNB breaking his leg. He was then dragged into the tank and several GNB officials spit on
him, kicked and hit his broken leg while threatening him with death. Then they threw him out
of the tank and he was helped by First Aid students from the University of Los Andes. 27
Darian Rangel was forced to leave the country with his parents.
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It is worth mentioning that on that day, in the context of this protest, Douglas Acevedo, chief
supervisor of the Regional Police of the state of Mérida (Polimérida, in Spanish), died and the
students Eduardo Márquez and Luis Sánchez were injured.
Eduardo Márquez would die on June 30, victim of the injuries received during the protest.
II. 3. Deprivation of release as punishment for demonstrating: Students detained without
trial and without evidence
Erickvaldo Márquez, a Physical Education student at the University of Los Andes and a
student leader was arrested at his home on September 13, 2017, for an event that occurred five
months earlier, on April 24, 2017, during peaceful protests in Merida city. 28
On September 15 he is presented to the Control Judge Carlos Márquez who accuses him of the
murder of Jesus Leonardo Sulbarán, who would have been an official of the Mérida state
government in charge of the government party, which occurred on April 24, 2017, during the
protest called "National Plantón"29.
His mother, Zulay Moreno, points out that Erickvaldo left me messages on paper in his dirty
clothes and in his own clothes telling me that he had been beaten and that several times he
was hit in the back, a bag was placed on his head and electricity the testicles to pass out 30.
“The trial hearings have been deferred without any justification four times. The mother of the
detainee has had to bear all the expenses of the transfer of the detainee from his detention
center to the seat of the criminal courts”, said the report on this case.
There is no evidence in the file against the detained student except for an alleged witness who
declared, five months after the murder occurred, that he had seen Erickvaldo shoot. There is
no other evidence against the student Erickvaldo Márquez and there is no legal reason to keep
him detained for more than two years.
In all the cases reported here, the State has truly denied justice and reparation to the victims,
encouraging impunity and repetition of these human rights violations by law enforcement
officials.
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